Four Lights 


“Then he showed four lights when he wished 
them to set full sail and follow in his wake.” 
From First Voyage "Round the World by Magellan.” 
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PROGRAM 
This program, based on the adopted policies printed herewith, will be pursued during the coming year. 


GOVERNMENT—The Government will be urged: 


1, to state United States’ peace terms 

2. to repudiate the slogan “unconditional surrender” 

3. to renounce the practice of indiscriminate bombing 

4. to undertake a program of controlled feeding, as 
called for in the unanimous action of both houses 
of the Congress 

5. to initiate a United Nations Conference on migra- 
tion 

6. to establish, for the duration, havens to shelter 
refugees from occupied Europe 

7. to’ recognize the legitimate claims of India for 
freedom 

8. to institute a council as the beginning of an inter- 
national organization for peace in the post-war 
world 

9. to appoint members of the Congress on delegations 

. to future international conferences 

10. to appoint competent women to policy making 
positions 

11. to seek a fresh ruling on the pay provision for 
Conscientious Objectors 

12. to facilitate parole of Conscientious Objectors in 
prison, to work of national importance 


The following legislative program will be under- 
taken. Pressure will be brought on the Senate: 


1. to confirm the water rights treaty with Mexico 


2. to modify the Organic Act of Puerto Rico in such 
a way as to grant real self-government to the island 


3. to abrogate the Exclusion Act for India (Luce Bill, 
H.R, 4479, Cellers, H.R. 4636) 


4. to defeat the Austin-Wadsworth bill for the con- 
scription of labor and women (H.R. 666) 


5. to repeal the Smith anti-labor act of 1940 and the 
Smith-Connally anti-strike act of 1943 


6. to create a permanent FEPC (H.R. 3986) 


7. to enact the Wagner-Murray-Dingell Social Secur- 
ity bill (H.R. 1161) 


8. to pass the anti-poll tax bill (H.R. 7) 


to oppose any legislation, providing for a sales tax 
which would fall most heavily on those least able 


to pay 
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POLICIES 


‘ The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom 
was founded in 1915, in the midst of the First World War. Jane 
Addams became its first International President and held this 
office until her death. Throughout its history it has maintained 
a policy and a program consistent with the ideals of its founders. 


The League is both an international and an interracial organ- 
ization. Its aim is to work for the establishment of those political, 
economic, and psychological conditions, both abroad and at home, 
which can assure peace arid freedom.. 


PEACE 


The League holds that peace is more than the mere absence 
of war or the maintenance of order through coercive power. It 
asserts that peace is a positive principle in human affairs—a 
method as well as a goal. 


FREEDOM 


To the Women’s International League, liberty of the human 
spirit is a basic value. The League maintains that this conviction 
has_been the central impulsion in man’s long struggle for freedom. 
The history of civilization has been the history of liberty: freedom 
of thought, freedom of religion, freedom of persons, freedom of 
enterprise, freedom of labor, freedom of research—all, have been 
stepping stones in the spiritual advance of mankind. 


Obstructing these creative processes in our contemporary 
world are all forms of dictatorship, suppression of civil liberties, 
all discrimination based on sex, race, class, creed, or opinion, and 
above all, the military system. 


The League maintains that a free society must be based on 
the individual’s acceptance of responsibility. Since no individual 
can live to himself alone, that responsibility requires the com- 
munity to impose on itself certain controls for the common good. 
The League contends that these controls should be subject to 
democratic processes and review. 


JUSTICE 


The deep seated inequities in the political and economic struc- 
ture of our society are largely responsible for world wide war, 
and the League sees that totalitarianism can be permanently 
destroyed only by the deveiopment of a free and democratic 
social order in which the basic needs of the people are met, and 
their fundamental rights preserved. 


Hence, the League affirms that peace and freedom are inter- 
dependent. For peace without freedom is tyranny; freedom 
without peace is anarchy. 


The Women’s International League asserts that the primary 
function of democratic government is to translate these principles 
into political policies and economic programs which will give 
them. substance and meaning. This democracy is not a static, 
but a dynamic process. It must be flexible, providing for growth 
and expansion, for new forms, new areas of development, new 
institutions adequate to meet the demands of contemporary life. 
The League recognizes that war postpones this creative process. 
but affirms that it cannot permanently destroy it. 


During the coming year the League will strive to advance 
the following policies as providing the essential next stops in 
the building of a free and democratic world order. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Immediate Program 
Peace Terms 


The United Nations’ policy of “unconditional” surrender has 
helped to unite the people of the Axis powers behind their 
Fascist leaders. The Women’s International League advocates 
the repudiation of this policy by our government, and in its 
place an offer of strong but generous armistice terms to the 
‘people over the heads of their Axis leaders. 


The following proposal suggests the type of terms the 
‘ Women’s International League recommends: 


DRAFT PROPOSAL FOR PEACE TERMS TO BE 
OFFERED BY UNITED NATIONS TO THE 
GERMAN PEOPLE, OVER THE HEADS 

OF THEIR NAZI GOVERNMENT 


The Women’s International League for Peace and Free- 
dom in suggesting the offer of these terms does not by any | 


means wish to exclude consideration of counter 
by the other side. 


GENERAL PRINCIPLES 


We urge the President to use all his great influence to 
hasten the end of the fighting and the opening .of an era 
of just and lasting peace through the offer by the United 
Nations of peace terms to all belligerents.... 

We urge that these peace terms should aim not only to 
undo as far as possible the wrongs committed in connection 
with the war and to prevent their repetition, but above all 
to prepare the way for free and friendly relations interna- 
tionally between peoples, and nationally within each country. 

These terms should not be vindictive. They should not 
seek to penalize peoples. 

They should be offered in the spirit of the Atlantic Charter 
and confirm and universalize its principles. 

They should open the way for the cooperation of all those 
men and women who are ready to take part in building a 
new world society. 

To this end they should lay down the following 


PRELIMINARY CONDITIONS 


1. Evacuation of all territory conquered by Axis troops 
or any belligerents, and of all territory occupied against the 
will of its inhabitants, 

2. Demobilization of all national armed forces. This de- 
mobilization to be required and offered as a step toward 
universal disarmament in an organic world order in which 
alone stable peace would be possible. 

' 3. Immediate lifting of all blockades. 

4. Liberation of all prisoners of war, and of all persons 
deprived of their liberty for political reasons, all political 
prisoners and all victims of totalitarian governments, espe- 
cially of all persons held in concentration camps and all 
internees. 

5. Freedom for all refugees and for all persons who have 
been removed from ther own country to return to live and 
work in their own homes with full legal and political rights. 

6. Immediate cessation of all persecution and discrimina- 
tion on grounds of race, religion, or nationality, and, in par- 
pt assurance to Jews of complete legal and political 
equality. 

7. Restoration of the rights of labor. 

8. Return as full as physically possible of all loot, in- 
cluding industrial equipment and works of art. 


INTERIM MEASURES 


Should be agreed on, to include the following: 

(a) Systematic international action to provide needed food, 
prevent disease, and make good the ravages of war. This 
work should be carried on strictly on a humanitarian basis, 
not as a political weapon. Needed labor should be free and 
under the supervision of the I. L. O. Thig aid should be 

at once. 

(b) In areas where normal government is temporarily sus- 
pended, administration by international authority should be 
organized through civilian and neutral agents both to prevent 
disorder and to carry on public services. 


AGREEMENTS AS TO FUTURE POLICY 


I. A pledge to recognize governments based on the con- 
sent and participation of all the people, provided that 
such government insures full civil rights for all persons. 

II. A pledge to cooperate in good faith in setting up and 
operating international institutions in the interest of the 
security, prosperity and freedom of the world com- 
munity. These institutions shall attain as rapidly as 
possible the goal of universal membership. 

III. Agreement to insure to Jews the same political, eco- 
nomic, civic and cultural rights as are enjoyed by other 
inhabitants and in particular to see that they have the 
same freedom in moving from place to place and in 
choosing their own place of domicile, 
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Bombing 
Precision bombing is a method of modern warfare which 
will be eliminated only through the elimination of war itself. 


But the policy of bombing for the purpose of razing whole cities 
lestroying 


is totally barbarous and even futile as a means of d 
morale, 


Feeding 

The Women’s International League deplores the failure of 
the United States Government to extend the plan of Greek 
feeding to other sections of occupied Europe. The League holds 
that the present food blockade which condemns millions of people 
in the heart of Europe to slow starvation is not only an inhuman 
policy unworthy of free, democratic nations, but psychologically 
stupid and inept. We demand that the Administration carry out 
the will of the American people as expressed in the unanimous 
vote of both the United States Senate and House, calling on our 
Government to initiate a program of controlled feeding now. 


UNRRA 

The Women’s. International League welcomes the establish- 
ment of UNRRA. It is concerned that this great humanitarian 
effort should not be allowed, however, to disintegrate into a 
political weapon and urges constant vigilance by the public to 
prevent any such misuse of this instrument of relief. 


Migration Conference 

Following the successful establishment of UNRRA, the 
Women’s International League sees as a next step the setting 
up of a conference to deal with the colossal program of migration, 
and urges the United States Government to initiate such a con- 
ference immediately. 


War Refugee Board 

The Women’s International League is deeply gratified by 
the action of the President in establishing the War Refugee 
Board. The League recognizes, however, that the rescue of 
religious and political victims of the Nazi terror is only a first 
step and that a further responsibility rests on our country to 
establish adequate havens of refuge for all those delivered from 
occupied Europe. 


Exclusion Act 

The Women’s International League has, year in and year 
out, for 15 years worked for the abrogation of the Exclusion Act, 
and for an immigration policy based not on ethnic grounds but 
on the qualifications of individuals. It is gratified that a first 
step has been taken through the action of the Congress in abro- 
gating the Exclusion Act for the Chinese, and the League sup- 
ports the Celler and Luce bills calling for similar action in 
the case of India. The League again reaffirms its conviction 
that all treaties and laws based on racial discrimination should 
be abolished. 


India 

The Women’s International League urges the United States 
government to recognize the legitimate claims of the Indian 
people for freedom. Since it was founded in 1915, the WIL has 
advocated independence for India as a matter of justice. It now 
further conterlds that the principles of the Atlantic Charter are 
negated unlcss they can be applied in such concrete cases as 
that of India. The League holds that the thousands of American 
soldiers now serving on the sub-continent should never be used 
for the defense of empire and that this policy should be made 
clear to the Indian people. 


Far-Reaching International Action 


International Organization 

The Women’s International League welcomes the clause 
of the Moscow agreement providing for a general international 
organization open to all free nations now, and urges its immediate 
establishment. 


Treatment of Germany and Japan 

The Women’s International League is opposed to policies 
making Germany and Japan pariah nations or creating new 
grounds for lasting division between these countries and the 
peoples of the United States—such as handing over German 
territory to non-German peoples, imposing education from the 
outside, or using Axis methods of forced labor. It urges the 
United Nations to encourage the democratic forces in Germany 
and Japan in every way possible, to welcome ‘democratic coopera- 
‘tion in international constructive activity, and to do what is 
possible to help these nations recover from the evils of their 
Fascist regimes and to outgrow their influence. 


Membership at International Conferences 
Since the American 


confirmation of treaties and provides for a joint responsibility 
of the Congress and the Executive in the broad field of foreign 
policy, the Women’s International League welcomes the an- 
nouncement by the Secretary of State that Committees of the 
Congress are to be established, and advocates the appointment of 
majority and minority members of the Congress as part of the 
delegation at future international conferences. 


Women in Post-War Planning 

The Women’s International League is convinced that women 
have a significant contribution to make in the development of a 
world society. It therefore urges the appointment of competent 
women to policy making bodies both now and in future organ- 


INTER-AMERICAN POLICIES 
The League urges = our government continual growth 


affecting other American nations—as in the Caribbean area. It 
seeks to promote American cooperation with Latin American 
nationa in developing concrete plans for raising living standards 
of workers and in ing the labor movement. Finally, 
the Women’s International League urges the fullest opportunity 
of self-government for American colonial possessions, and urges: 

(a) the ratification of the water rights treaty with Mexico, 

signed on February 15 and now before the Senate. 
Further it recommends: 

(b) the modification of the Organic Act of Puerto Rico in 
such a way as to grant real self-government to the Island, 
giving Puerto Ricans the earliest possible 
to vote on their own permanent political status. 


DOMESTIC POLICY 


The year 1944 is an election year. The people of the United 
States must choose a President, one-third of the members of 
the Senate, and all of the House of Representatives. In a true 
democracy, citizens elected to office become the servants of the 
public. The people are sovereign. This basic theory of demo- 
cratic government must not be forgotten by the electorate nor 
should the electorate allow the candidates seeking office to 
forget it. 

Basic Issues 

The Women’s International League is alarmed by the sinister 
tendency which appears to be undermining the democratic struc- 
ture of our national life through the encroachment of the military 


Permanent Conscription 

This tendency has manifested itself in the adoption by the 
Congress of the Wadsworth Bill, setting up a military policy 
commission. The reported purpose of this Commission is to 
saddle a program of permanent military conscription on the 
American people. The adoption of this European system by 
the U. S. would destroy traditional American practice since the 
days of the colonies. 


Conscription of Labor and Women 

In line with the policy of military conscription is the pro- 
gram to conscript labor arid women (Austin-Wadsworth Bill, 
S. 666). The Women’s International League opposes all such 
totalitarian measures. 


Labor 

The Women’s International League recognizes that labor’s 
struggle to maintain and extend its social gains cannot be sep- 
arated from the struggle of all of us to win a people’s peace. 
That. struggle includes the right of functional representation on 
every board and commission where business is represented, the 
extension and strengthening of labor-management committees 
within industry, the right of collective bargaining which includes 
the right to strike even in wartime, the right to the protection 
of minimum labor standards and work conditions, and to the 
extension of social security benefits to groups not now covered 
and to include medical care. The League recognizes the justice 
of labor’s demands for an equalization of sacrifice in the struggle 
against inflation and calls upon the government to more effec- 
tively control prices. 
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arm of our government into the field of non-military policy. This Ee ties 
is a dangerous precedent even in wartime arid the people of the oa hy 
country should repel it. 


(Continued from page 3) 

Furthermore, the Women’s International League is aware 
that the ranks of labor have been a most fertile field for the 
practice of the “divide and rule” tactics of anti-democratic forces 
both within our nation and in the world. Therefore, the League 
offers encouragement and assistance to labor to build a strong, 
united, democratic, and informed labor movement, under its own 
leaders. At the same time, the League would urge upon labor, 
resistance to all isolationist trends as well as to American im- 
perialjsm, and particularly resistance to the virus of anti- 
Semitism, and other forms of discrimination “on account of race, 
creed or national origin”. Such a strong, progressive and self- 
conscious labor movement can become a powerful factor in the 
winning of a real peace for the people. 


Poll Tax 

The Women’s International League opposes the denial, in 
federal elections, of political and democratic rights to any 
Americans through the requirement of a poll tax, and supports 
the Anti-Poll Tax Bill. 


Race 

The Women’s International League is convinced that the 
elimination of race prejudice may be the single most important 
problem of the post-war era. It points out that the concept of 
the superiority and inferiority of races is scientifically unsound 
and morally indefensible. It holds that the basic principles of 
both religion and democracy are denied by the practices of dis- 
crimination, segregation, and inequality. It urges its membership 
to take the initiative in their own communities to oppose all such 
racial practices and to help and encourage every creative effort 
making for an integrated American society. 


Anti-Semitism 

The Women’s International League sees in the manifestation 
of anti-Semitism in any nation, the symptom of a functional 
disease in the body politic. The League realizes that this strange 
phenomenon is a by-product of the tensions and insecurity inher- 
ent in our present day society and can be used as a divisive force 
to undermine the solidarity of our nation. It urges constant 
vigilance in recognizing the many and varied manifestations of 
this social disorder and calls on its members to protest both in 
public and in private every evidence of the evil and to encourage 
and promote all those processes in our society creating cohesion 
and solidarity. 


Japanese-Americans 

Since the War Department now requires military service 
of all American citizens cf Japanese ancestry, the League holds 
that civil rights should be restored to Japanese-American citizens 
forthwith, so that they may be permitted to reside anywhere in 
the United States. Since they are compelled to accept the obli- 
gation of citizenship imposed by the conscription act, they should 
also be permitted to enjoy the privileges of citizenship as pro- 
vided in the Constitution and the Bill of Rights, 


FOUR LIGHTS is starting with this issue to enclose an 
“expiration date” notice to those members and subscribers whose 
memberships and subscriptions are now due again. It is hard 
for us to keep our records absolutely exact since there is often 
a time-lag between dues paid to local treasurers and the arrival 
of the funds in our office. But if you are willing to respond 
promptly to the formal notice thus sent in the magazine, it will 
save us a great deal of office time as well as postage, and it will 
keep our files in good order. This plan is intended not as a dis- 
courtesy or impersonal short-cut, but as an effort to save your 
money and help our efficiency. It will not interfere with the 
practice in many organized states of sending out annual dues 
bills, but will supplement it. Thank you for cooperating. 


Conscientious Objectors 

The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom 
reaffirms its stand on freedom of conscience and its support of 
those who are conscientiously unable to participate in the war 
effort, whether their beliefs take them into non-combatant service 
of the army, into the Civilian Public Service camps, or into 
prison. The League is gratified by the increased proportion of 
men in so-called “special projects”, and by the prospect that 
conscientious objectors in prison will be given greater opportunity 
for significant work through parole. It deplores the fact that 
conscientious objectors and their families are being penalized by 
the ruling permitting them to receive only maintenance and a 
maximum of $15 a month, and raises the question whether this 
does not constitute an abridgement of the Constitutional guar- 
antee against forced labor. 


ACTION 

These policies represent the position of the Women’s Inter- 
national League on current problems relating to peace and free- 
dom, both in the international and domestic fields. But policies 
are not enough. They must be given substance through action 
on concrete programs, through political measures, through eco- 
nomid processes, through educational projects, and all the wide 
variety of democratic procedures. While the League can never 
compromise its fundamental principles, it recognizes that these 
principles can never be realities unless accommodation can be 
made for the step by step development, so common in the trial 
and error methods of democracy. Experience has already taught 
that the energies of an organization can best serve these principles 
when action is initiated which promises a reasonable possibility 
of success. In other words, timing is of primary importance in 
the whole field of strategy. The National Office will in the 
future, as in the past, keep its Branches and members informed 
on current situations and will recommend specific action on 
specific policies as the time arrives when such action can be 
effective. The chairmen of standing committees will direct the 
work falling within their fields of activity. 

* * * 


NOTES 


War, Transition and Peace. 32 pages, 15c. A study pam- 
phlet put out by a group of pacifists, endorsed by a score of 
prominent persons in the peace field, though not under the 
specific authorization of any peace organization. Some of you 
saw its preliminary form through Mrs. Olmsted’s Organization 
Letter. It discusses the background of the war, the essentials of 
peace spiritually, politically and economically, the transition 
process from war to peace, and world organization. Order from 
the WIL National Literature Office, 1924 Chestnut St., Phila- 


delphia 3. 
a * * 


Pan-American Principles Fundamental to World Coopera- 
tion. By Florence Brewer Boeckel. Issued by the Peoples 
Mandate Committee, 25c. Well-printed, rather brief statement 


of the Pan-American system, its growth, its post-war proposals, 


its regional possibilities. 


FOUR LIGHTS 


Owned and published by Women’s International League 
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Entered as second class matter May 12, 1942, at the post-office 
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Subscription price 50c - Single copies 5c 
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